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when the Government only owned thirteen armed ships, it
reckoned its navy at 146, for there were 133 armod vessels,
which, although private property, and used for piracy or trade,
could, at any crisis, be pressed into tho Queen's service.

With the same object of strengthening its naval forces, the
Government encouraged the fisheries. We have seen that for
this purpose they enforced fasts,in the religious efficacy of which
they had little belief (p. 368). Iceland was the chief of tho more
distant resorts of English fishermen. Hakluyt tolls us that
in 1577 wo had only fifteen vessels engaged in tho Newfound-
land fisheries, as against 150 French, 100 Spanish, and fifty
Portuguese; but ho adds that our ships were tho best, and
gave the law to the rest, and protected thorn from pirates.

The same writer records tho beginning of tho English
whale fisheries in 1F>93. Tho Russia Company
^^^' soon afterwards made this industry part of its
regular work; and though they seem to have IMBOU ignorant
of the value of whalebone and fins, they made considerable
profit out Jof the oil. This company, however, rapidly de-
cayed towards tho close of Elimboth'a reign. Sir Walter
Raleigh, in his " Observations concerning tho Trade and Com-
merce of "England" (1003), informed King Jatnon, that whorattt
down to about 1590 a store of goodly English ships wont
annually to Russia, only four had gone in 1600, and only two
or throo in 1602. By that time the Netherlands had secured
their independence from Spain, and wore recovering with
extraordinary rapidity from the persecutions and devastations
of their late rulers. They had, in fact, already become the
foremost commercial nation of the "world, and were ousting
the English from many branches of foreign trado.

In the earlier years, however, of the poriod hero dealt
with, their immigrants had continued to render mentitmtbte
services to English industry. Tho sacking of Antwrp by
Alva in 1585 completed the ruin of what had b0ea; till the
previous sacking in 1507, by far the greatest mwjwttJo of&*
poring hi tho world Much of ite bu$j#$& vap-Jjiok twitt**
fertad io toudont which wua, m<fo04, b*edfctfng^
&tai8o of the tforiek reeeiwg large $%*&$$*&of^jjjtf^]^
re-exportation, and Bottling itiany iaternational
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